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July 10, 2003

MEMO TO: Members, Transportation Subcommittee

FROM: Staff

SUBJECT:  Southern Alternative — Corridor Planning Study — 6000 R Road/Warner
Bridge Road Study

At our May 15, 2003 Transportation Subcommittee meeting, staff stated that the portion
of the Corridor Planning Study which connected Illinois Route 17 and Exit 308 would not
be the responsibility of Bernardin—Lochmueller & Associates, but that staff would bring a
recommendation to the Transportation Subcommittee for action at the July 17, 2003
Subcommittee meeting.

Issue

The quarry operations south of Illinois Route 17 in the vicinity of 8000 W Road will
prevent any future roadway through the operations with a 55 miles per hour speed limit,
which has been the goal of the Corridor Planning Study from the beginning. This fact
makes a connection between the intersection of Warner Bridge Road and Illinois Route
17 and Exit 308 impossible in the study area given to the consultant for study. Since this
issue came up so late in the time period allotted for the Corridor Planning Study, the
potential solution for the problem will have to be the responsibility of the staff of the
Kankakee County Planning Department.

The issue is finding a connection between Exit 308 and the intersection of Warner Bridge
Road and Illinois Route 17 which allows for a smooth flow of traffic, at a planned speed
limit of 55 miles per hour.

Alternatives

There are two basic alternatives, avoiding the quarry operations to the west or to the east
on lllinois Route 17, and connecting to a new road at 2500 S to connect with Exit 308.
These alternatives will be discussed as the west and east alternatives, below.

West Alternative

The west alternative has two primary drawbacks: (1) indirect travel for traffic from the
north to the southeast; and (2) an enormous length of new roadway at 2500 S Road,
disrupting existing farmland.



Indirect Travel

Any traffic which wanted to cross Illinois Route 17 and travel either north or southeast
along the new corridor would face indirect routing to or from 8000 W Road or 9000 W
Road (whichever is deemed the most likely alternative between Illinois Route 17 and
2500 S Road), to the extent that a great deal of traffic would be tempted to use shortcuts,
through either 3000 W Road, 4000 W Road, or 5000 W Road. As one of the goals of this
exercise in the first place was to provide a route that would entice traffic to stay on the
roadway provided, this indirect travel seems to be a serious drawback to the western
alternative.

New Roadway at 2500 South

The public hearings held on this issue in both December of 2002, and April of 2003
seemed to indicate that a new roadway at 2500 South would provide the connection with
Exit 308, and would allow farm access to existing property from either 2000 S Road or
3000 S Road. The connection of a new 2500 S Road with either 8000 W Road or 9000
W Road would create about nine miles of new roadway, with no funding source for right-
of-way purchase or for construction. This would appear to be a cost that no public body
could consider in the next twenty years, which would also seem to be a serious drawback
to the western alternative.

East Alternative

Going around the eastern end of the quarry operations to connect with a 2500 S Road
connection with Exit 308 also has two primary drawbacks: (1) what north-south
connection with 2500 S Road could be used that does not negatively impact existing
residential areas; and (2) new roadway which would have to be constructed.

North-South Connection

Going east around the quarry operations could use Illinois Route 17 connect with either
3000 W Road, 4000 W Road, or 5000 W Road, all existing roadways with significant
residential development. Using any of these roadways as the north-south connection with
2500 S Road would surely create some significant issues with those residential areas.

Another possibility is the construction of one additional mile of 2000 W Road, between
Illinois Route 17 and the current Illinois Route 115 (shown in the attached Exhibit). This
possibility would minimize the amount of indirect travel for the entire section, and would
resolve some existing problems of trucks trying to find their own pathways from lIllinois
Route 115 to Illinois Route 17.

New Roadways at 2500 South and 2000 West

If a new section of roadway on 2000 W Road, from Illinois Route 17 to Illinois Route
115 were to be constructed and connect to a new section of roadway at 2500 S Road
connecting with Exit 308, the two new sections would total around three miles of new
construction, a large total, but far less than the western alternative.



Conclusion

It is the staff conclusion that the alternative which allows for a continuous flow of traffic
at 55 miles per hour, involves the less indirect routing of traffic, and required the least
amount of new construction would be the following:

Using existing Illinois Route 17 from Warner Bridge Road to 2000 W Road
Construction of 2000 W Road from Illinois Route 17 to Illinois Route 115
Using existing Illinois Route 115 from 1000 S Road to 2500 S Road
Construction of 2500 S Road from Illinois Route 115 to Exit 308

This alternative is shown in red on the attached Exhibit.






