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October 27, 2004

The Illinois Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan (INHMP) establishes a process for identifying
and mitigating the effects of natural hazards in the State of Illinois as required under the Disaster
Mitigation Act of 2000.  The development and maintenance of the INHMP is a cooperative effort
of state agencies, coordinated by the Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA).  All grant
funding which is provided as a result of this plan will be administered in accordance 44 CFR
§13.11(c).

Hazard mitigation is an important component of emergency management which reduces or
eliminates losses to human life and property.  The INHMP addresses the history, relative risk and
actions which can be taken to mitigate the six types of natural hazards that can affect Illinois:  severe
storms and tornadoes, floods, severe winter storms, drought, extreme heat and earthquakes.

It is essential that the State of Illinois continue to mitigate losses of human life and property.
The INHMP will be continually reviewed, maintained and updated to reflect the changes in Federal
and State statutes and mitigation opportunities within the State of Illinois.  IEMA, pursuant to the
Illinois Emergency Management Agency Act (20 ILCS 3305/), will coordinate the periodic update
and revision of the INHMP.

Sincerely,

Rod R. Blagojevich
GOVERNOR



FORWARD

The Illinois Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan (INHMP) was developed as a cooperative effort
of state agencies under the coordination of the Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA).
It discusses the process used to identify, profile and assess natural hazards in Illinois and the actions
which should be taken to mitigate those hazards.

The INHMP facilitates the delivery of mitigation grant funding to organizations through the
Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) Program, Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) and Pre-
Disaster Mitigation (PDM) Program.  The INHMP addresses mitigation planning requirements for
these programs.

The INHMP will continue to be reviewed and enhanced as new mitigation opportunities
become available.  Comments and suggestions are welcome and should be forwarded to my attention
at the address below.

William C. Burke, Director
Illinois Emergency Management Agency

110 East Adams Street
Springfield, Illinois 62701
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effect snows from Lake Michigan.  The greatest 24-hour rainfall was 16.94

inches at Aurora on July 17-18, 1996.  The greatest one-year precipitation was

74.58 inches at New Burnside in 1950.  The greatest 24-hour snowfall was

37.8 inches at Astoria on February 27-28, 1900.  The greatest winter snowfall

was 105.1 inches at Antioch in 1978-1979.  (Angel  2-3)

F.  Demographic Characteristics of Illinois

The population of Illinois is estimated at 12,419,293 making Illinois the fifth most populous state

in the Nation.  After the 2000 Census it was found that in the previous decade six Illinois counties

in the North-East section of the state grew in population by over 20 percent.  Those counties were:

Boone,  McHenry, Lake, Kane, Kendall

and Will.  One county in the South-West

section of  the state, Monroe, also  grew by

over 20 percent. The 2000 Census also

found that 10 counties grew in population

by 10 to 20 percent.  Those counties were:

Winnebago, Ogle, De Kalb, Du Page,

Grundy, McLean, Menard, Brown, Bond

and Johnson.  The majority of the counties

that experienced 10 percent or greater

growth were located in the North-Eastern

section of the state.  The remaining 72

counties experienced less than 10 percent

growth or negative growth.


